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Radical Technologies
| Adam Greenfield
| Verso
| 368 pages
| £18.99
| ISBN 978-1-784780-43-2

3D printing; augmented reality; driverless cars; Bitcoin; 
artificial intelligence – these are the technologies at the 
frontier of the cyber and physical worlds that, depending on 
your perspective, will usher in a brave new information age, 
or are harbingers of digital dystopia.

In Radical Technologies, London School of Economics 
fellow Adam Greenfield calmly unpacks a roster of 
interconnected technological trends that together are 
causing us to reevaluate the relationship between the 
human and the machine.

Greenfield, a rock critic and psychological operations 
specialist for the US army prior to academia, delves beneath 
media hyperbole and scaremongering to discuss both 
real-world applications and the near-future development 
trajectories of his chosen subjects. Refreshingly, he eschews 
mystic futurist prediction, preferring to assert that, since 
these technologies are clearly set to become part of our lives, 
the more we understand of their potential and pitfalls, the 
better. Indeed, the closing thought of the chapter on Digital 
Fabrication can serve as a handy précis of Greenfield’s thesis: 
“We remain at the proof-of-concept stage: we now know that, 
in principle, these things can be done. But all the social and 
intellectual heavy lifting begins now.”

Designing the V&A: The Museum as a 
Work of Art
| Julius Bryant
| Lund Humphries
| 176 pages
| £35
| ISBN 978-1-84822-233-5

Published to coincide with a V&A exhibition displaying the 
original 19th century plans and designs for the museum, 
Julius Bryant’s books considers the Victoria and Albert 
Museum as a work of art in its own right.

The V&A’s first Director, Henry Cole, conceived the 
museum’s building as a showcase for leading Victorian 
artists to design and decorate. Here Bryant, keeper of 
word and image at the V&A, reveals the ways in which 
Cole’s expressed policy to ‘assemble a splendid collection 
of objects representing the application of Fine Arts to 
manufacture’ was applied to the fabric of the building.

Cole engaged with leading painters such as Frederic 
Leighton , G.F. Watts and Edward Burne-Jones, as well as 
specialists in decoration such as Owen Jones, and Morris 
and Company in the execution of a building designed using 
the latest materials and engineering techniques. The book 
is a fascinating untold chapter in the history of British 
19th-century art, design, architecture and museums, and an 
essential backdrop to understanding the evolution of the 
Museum’s early collections and identity.

Ornament is Crime: Modernist 
Architecture
| Matt Gibbard & Albert Hill
| Phaidon
| 224 pages
| £29.95
| ISBN 978-0-71487-416-6

Ornament is Crime is a celebration of modernist 
architecture showcasing a spectacular selection of 
buildings from, arguably, the most important architectural 
movement in modern history. Beautifully illustrated 
throughout, this thought-provoking compendium invites 
you to discover modernism’s journey from the 1920s to the 
present day.

The book’s title references a lecture – ‘Ornament and 
Crime’ – given by one of the founders of the modernist 
architectural movement Adolf Loos, in which Loos 
made the case for modernism’s pursuit of function over 
aesthetic fancy.

A visual manifesto exploring the work of acclaimed 
masters of modernism, including Le Corbusier, Arne 
Jacobsen, and Frank Lloyd Wright, alongside a select group 
of contemporary practitioners, Ornament is Crime explores 
how a trailblazing architectural style continues to thrive to 
this day.

Type Tricks
| Sofie Beier
| BIS
| 208 pages
| €15
| ISBN 978-90-6369-458-6

Type Tricks is dedicated to typographical rules and the 
underlying structure of the work process in the design of 
new typefaces. Both a reference work and a user manual, the 
book presents in an illustrative format the different stages 
of type design in an easily accessible manner.

Beier aims to make typographic guidelines, which can 
be difficult to remember, easy to understand and recall. 
A professor of typography, Beier knows what gives her 
students the most trouble and the quick ways in which 
they might improve their skills. She includes a number 
of essential tricks to help the typographic designer such 
as how to look at positive and negative shape as well 
as how to adjust the shape perceptually to achieve the 
proportions intended.

Very Heath Robinson: Stories of his 
Absurdly Ingenious World
| Adam Hart-Davis
| Sheldrake Press
| 240 pages
| £40
| ISBN 978-1873329481

There’s a pure delight to be had in enjoying the work of 
William Heath Robinson (1872-1944); his designs for 
over-complicated homespun mechanisms speak of those 
quintessential aspects of the British character: eccentricity, 
inventiveness, and humour. This book is a joyful collection of 
contraptions. Who can not love the idea of an intricate pulley 
system for fetching the morning papers from the comfort of 
bed or a self-propelled device for the removal of awkward 
warts. Also revealed is Heath Robinson’s keen eye for sports, 
in particular how they might be improved though ideas such 
as ‘multi-ball cricket’ and hybrid games such as ‘rug-tennis’.

Alongside exquisitely reproduced artwork, the text by 
Adam Hart-Davis (whom you may remember from various 
television science programmes) explores the world of Heath 
Robinson with an attention to detail and sense of humour 
fitting for the subject. Hart-Davis locates Heath Robinson’s 
work in the context of the technological developments of 
his period, for example the expansion of the railways and the 
mechanization of domestic tasks, as well as social trends 
such as increasing urbanization and a stoic ‘make-do-and-
mend’ approach to shortages. Indeed, Heath Robinson’s 
space-saving ideas for small flats seem very prescient given 
the constrictions of modern urban living.

For more on Heath Robinson’s life and work, see  
Adam Hart-Davis’s feature ‘Designer Improbable’ later 
 in the magazine.

Urbanity and Density
| Wolfgang Sonne
| DOM
| 360 pages
| €90
| ISBN 978-3-86922-491-6

To this day, the history of urban planning in the twentieth 
century reads as if modernity had dissolved the traditional 
city configurations and radicalised the spatial and structural 
organisation of the city. Here, Wolfgang Sonne wants to 
revise these convictions and re-illuminate a hitherto hidden 
perspective. In his extensive research work, he formulated 
the thesis that in the twentieth century, in addition to the 
well-known avant-garde anti-urban examples in Europe 
and the USA, there was also a conventional pro-urban 
map. According to this, modern urban development was 
characterised not only by avant-garde tendencies, but all 
positions were always simultaneously there – and even the 
traditionalists regarded themselves as modern.
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